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 Your Trip Management Team 

  Priyantha Amarasinghe 
 Priyantha is the Founder     
  of Wanderlust   
  Adventures. An industry     
  veteran of 35 years, he   
  has been leading North  
  American travellers to  
  Tanzania for the  past 15      
  years, guiding clients to 

the summit of Kilimanjaro on all its  
official routes. An accomplished  
mountaineer, an IFMGA certified guide, 
his major mountaineering feats include 
conquering some of the Seven Summits - 
Aconcagua, Elbrus, Mont Blanc, Mount 
Kosciusko, several Himalayan peaks   
including base camp treks to Everest,  
Annapurna, K2 among others. His work 
has been featured in numerous press 
outlets, including Travel Press, Travel 
Week, Travel Courier & Toronto Star.  

    Rob Chekwaze 
  Rob is Wanderlust`s  
  Tanzania Director and    
  runs the local logistics for  
  your trip. A native  
  Tanzanian, certified  
  Wilderness First  
Responder, Rob is a keen 

naturalist and a guide with over 10 years 
experience climbing Kilimanjaro and 
leading Tanzania Safaris. Rob is our head 
guide on the Tanzania safari itinerary. 
Rob is a graduate of the Mweka College 
of African Wildlife Management, the 
prestigious wildlife college in East Africa 
and has been involved with conservation 
causes ever since. He is also the current 
Chairman for Interpretive Guides Society, 
a voluntary society for conservation-
minded safari guides.  

   Said Makacha 

  Said is our mountain  
  leader, a friendly and  
  enormously experienced  
  guide with more than 16  
  years guiding clients on  
  Kilimanjaro.  Said leads 

Wanderlust’s all three routes the  
company promotes. A Certified First  
Responder, Said has undergone various 
courses on Wilderness Medicine and 
mountaineering, and an expert in  
resolving altitude sickness issues. Said 
has scaled Kilimanjaro a record 300+ 
times and experienced in handling clients 
in the ages ranging from 10 to 70 years! 

Why Climb Kilimanjaro & Safari in East Africa  
Kilimanjaro is a place where many people find inspiration for a new beginning and get more zest 
for life. When you stand on top and look out over Africa you see the world in a new and different 
way. What before seemed impossible in your life suddenly becomes manageable and achievable.  

Every year, over 50,000 people dream of standing at the top of Kilimanjaro, the world's tallest 
free-standing mountain. Located near the equator defying logic with its eternal crown of ice at a 
staggering 5895m elevation, terrain up Kili is nothing short of dramatic.  It looms over five eco-
systems and dominates the surrounding African landscape unlike any other peak in the world.   

So unique in many ways; it is truly a non-technical climb and does not demand any previous  
experience or technical skills to climb it.  Anyone with good stamina to walk for several hours a 
day for a little more than a week, good aerobic fitness coupled with determination can summit.  
Kids as young as 7 have done it, and more recently an octogenarian couple reached the top  
together!  If you are seeking a triumphant reward of a physical challenge beyond the ordinary, 
want to test yourself and tap into some inner strength to get you to the top, then you must climb 
Kilimanjaro. Those who succeed in tackling it is rewarded with a spiritually fulfilling journey of a 
lifetime.  

You can't go all the way to the top of Africa and not go on safari! Celebrate your success with a 
post-climb safari. Invite your friends or family to help you celebrate and join you for the African 

safari! Everyone who has traveled on an African safari marvels at the incredible feeling they 
experience as they immerse themselves in the spectacle of the captivating African bush.   
 
Our recommended post-climb safaris are: Tanzania, The Great Migration and Intimate Gorilla 
experience in Uganda. East Africa offers the world’s finest  wildlife in its natural habitat not to 
mention its millennia old treasures. Our trip options showcases the renowned wildlife paradises 
in Ngorongoro Crater, the savannas of the Serengeti and its Great Migration, tribal lands of the 
great Maasai  who make this area home and stay at private Hemingway-style mobile camps  
offering great access to rich variety of environments.  A short flight from Tanzania brings you to 

Uganda, also known as the Pearl of Africa to our premier primate adventure! Photograph  
endangered mountain gorillas, chimpanzees, golden monkeys and more, all in their lush wild 
rain forest habitat. Tracking gorillas is  one of the world’s most thrilling wildlife experiences and   
rare face-to-face encounters with the gorilla clans in the rainforest.    

5895 Metres 



     

 
 
 

Mount Kilimanjaro’s location being so close to the equator, it does not have the extremes of winter or summer weather, but rather 
a combination of dry, cold and rainy seasons. Therefore, the best time to climb Kilimanjaro is considered to be the warmest and 
driest months. The safety is the primary concern when the weather plays foul as the risks associated with trekking this mountain in 
bad weather increases significantly. The effects of rain, mud, snow, ice and cold can be very strenuous on the physical body.  
Conversely, the chances of a successful adventure with an ultimate summit goal also increases significantly with better weather. 
One should not however ignore the fact that this mountain gets crowded with more foot traffic when going is good in these periods. 
 
It is possible to climb Kilimanjaro any time of the year, however it is best to climb when there is low to medium possibility of  
precipitation. The warmer and drier seasons are from the beginning of December through the beginning of March, and then from 
late June through the end of October. These are considered to be the best times to climb in terms of weather, and correspondingly 
are the busiest months (high season). 
 
From January through mid-March are the warmest, with clear skies in the mornings and evenings. During the day, clouds may ap-
pear along with brief showers. The long rainy season spans from the end of March to early June. We do not run trips during April 
and May. It can be very wet, and visibility may be low due to heavy clouds. The crowds are gone, however. From mid June to the 
end of October, the mountain is generally a bit colder, but also drier with mostly clear days. Another month of rain spans from the 
beginning of November to the beginning of December during this time we opt not to run any climbing trips.  

Ecologically speaking, Africa’s tallest peak is a world in miniature. On what other mountain can you journey from dry fields and farms into 
steaming jungles, then up through exotic heaths and moorlands to an alpine desert and finally a glaciated summit? Each of Kilimanjaro’s 
distinct ecological zones has its own climate and a coterie of flora and fauna. Beginning with the band of rain forest that girdles the moun-
tain’s base starting at about 2,000m, this microcosmic Gaia gets gradually drier, cooler, and more inhospitable to plants, animals, and peo-
ple as one ascends to the sparkling summit at 5895 meters? To get a sense of what distinguishes each climatic zone, see the diagram above. 
By the end, if nothing else, you’ll know what kinds of preparation you need (and clothes to bring!) for an ascent of Kilimanjaro. 

ARCTIC REGION ALPINE DESERT HEATH & 
MOORLANDS 

RAIN FORESTS BUSHLAND 



The Western Approach-Crater Camp Route 

Wanderlust Adventures founder is one of the pioneers of The Western Approach-Crater Camp Route 15 years ago. Since then, we’ve  
perfected the climb to the celebrated “snows of Kilimanjaro” on this stunning route, a beautiful, uncrowded trail on Kili’s remote south-
west flanks. With eight days on the ascent for maximum altitude acclimatization, you’ll have the best chance of peak success—plus just a 
short climb to the summit to view the sunrise (not the grueling 9-hour climb in the dark as on other Kilimanjaro tourist routes!).  
 
On our route, we have the rare opportunity to hike and camp in the crater right next to the icefields and the rim of Kili’s astonishing inner 
crater, a surreal moonscape. Our summit climb experience is so unique because we’re surrounded by these beautiful glaciers with massive 
blocks of ice, something you do not want to miss. The geologists claim the glaciers have existed here for more than 12,000 years. The  
expanse of ice used to be much larger than what you see today, however, due to global warming, the ice has been vaporizing at a rapid 
rate and some estimate the ice cap will be completely gone by the year 2030 or even earlier.   

Your Route Map 

95% 
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Overview 

We spend our first two nights pre-climb stay 
at a gorgeous family-run lodge in Arusha. 
The warm up hike on the second day gives 
our bodies a jump-start in the acclimatiza-
tion process, a chance to get over the jet-
lag, and allows time for gear checks. Our 
Kili climb commences at the Londorossi trail 
head, (2,100m), then follows the Shira 
Route, overnighting at Mti Mkubwa Camp 
(2,750m), Shira 1 Camp (3,100m'), Moir 
Camp (4,200m), and a night at Lava Tower 
Camp (4,600m), which aids tremendously in 

acclimatization. 

From here, we join the part of Southern 
Circuit route of Machame hiking through the 
Barancco and Karanga valleys to our high 
camp called Kosovo (4,800m) onto Crater 
Camp (5,700m), which is our last campsite 
before we summit. This section is particular-
ly stunning, but physically challenging as we 
ascend more than 1,000m on switchback 
trails through steep rocky terrain of the 
crater wall. Most climbing teams will need 
between 7 to 8 hours to accomplish this 
stretch, including a few rest stops for snacks 

and drinks. 

The Crater Camp is a surreal place. It’s loca-
tion allows for the opportunity to camp near 
the Furtwangler Glacier and explore the 
inner crater, with a side trip to the 400 foot 
deep Ash Pit.  Crater Camp, at 5,700m, is 
much higher than other camps we have 
stayed so far (so proper acclimatization is 
crucial). It is very cold at night, but the 
spectacular setting and easy summit climb 
the next morning (a mere 200m dash!) pro-
vide the once-in-a-lifetime experience that 
most are dreaming of when they think of 
climbing the highest mountain in Africa. We 
descend the mountain via Barafu and out of 
the Mweka Gate. Descending by this route 
gets you down from high altitude quickly, 
and also shows you the advantage of our 
Western Approach route versus the heavily 

used tourist routes in the mountain. 

Day–By–Day Itinerary 

Day 1 Kilimanjaro, Tanzania 

Late evening arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport 
outside Arusha, where we are met by the 
Wanderlust Trip Leader and drive about 45 
minutes to our lodge in Arusha. We head 
direct to enjoy a late dinner and a relaxing 
shower before settling in for the night.  
Hotel: Ilboru Safari Lodge (2 nights)       (D) 
 

Day 2 Mt Meru Acclimatization Hike 
-Arusha National Park 

Breakfast. After the long flight, we spend 
the morning relaxing by the pool and beauti-
fully manicured gardens at the lodge. 
After lunch, we gather for a briefing and a 
gear check for the Kilimanjaro climb.  

You will separate your Kili gear from your 
safari items (your safari baggage is stored at 
the lodge for collection after the Kili climb).  

An afternoon hike takes us into the lush cedar 
and podocarpus forests of Mount Meru, set 
within Arusha National Park. The hike is a 
great way to acclimatize to the altitude and 
we’ll also have a good chance of seeing the 
unique black-and-white colobus monkeys of 
the park and perhaps bushbuck or giraffe 
along with a host of avian life. Our hike also 
offers impressive views of the dramatic ash 
cone of Mt. Meru’s summit.  

Return to our accommodation, relax by the 
pool and beautifully manicured gardens and 
enjoy a Welcome dinner, hosted by the Gen-
eral Manager of this family run lodge. (BLD) 

Day 3 Arusha - Londorossi Gate -          

(2100m) Mti Mkubwa Camp(2750m)   

Breakfast and we make an early start to our 
Kilimanjaro adventure.  
 
Our starting point is Londorossi gate of the 
Kilimanjaro National Park, which is a 2 hour 
long drive from our lodge in Arusha across a 
rough dirt road through forests and villages, 
with its plantations of pine and cedar. At the 
gate, our head guide attends to our registra-
tions and park permits, which would take 
another hour or so. We then drive to the 
trailhead where we meet our team of local 
crew which includes assistant guides, cooks, 
camp helpers and the porter team. 
  
We will have a picnic lunch at the trailhead 
before beginning the walk to our first  
overnight camp which lies just about 3-4 
hours gentle trail walking.  We pass through 
the rain forests of Kilimanjaro viewing trees 
and birds along the way. The Western  
Approach route is perfect for climbers seek-
ing a more private hiking experience. The 
first two days on the mountain are quiet with 
few other trekking groups on the trail.  
 

Your destination tonight is the campsite 
called Mti Mkubwa Camp, which lies at the 
top of a ridge in the shadow of a wonderfully 
spread out podocarpus. The sound of the 
turaco and colobus monkeys in the forest 
makes this a typical African night.  Hike 
time: 3-4 hours: elevation change: 650m                                       

Distance: 5km (BLD) 

Kilimanjaro Climb  
The Western Approach - Crater Camp Route 

Hiking Distance: 76 km/47.2 miles  

The Wanderlust Difference  

Experience: 15years of running Kilimanjaro 

expeditions.  We are the only Canadian 
outfitter that owns a dedicated Kilimanjaro 
operation in Tanzania. 
 

Trip leaders:  All our leaders are experienced 

mountaineers, adventurers and wilderness first 
responders. 
 

Mountain Guides:  Most Tanzanian guides 

we employ bring more than 250 Kili summits to 
the fore and are Wilderness First Responders 
and have received extensive training in first aid 
and mountain rescue.   

Small groups:   We do not operate large 

groups as it detracts from the experience. Small 
groups creates an intimate setting on the 
mountain, but more importantly allows us  
personal attention for each climber.  

Safety First Approach:  Our top priority is 

safety. Our guides perform regular health 
checks on all climbers, and they are prepared 
to prevent, detect and treat altitude sickness. 
We carry high capacity supplemental rescue 
oxygen, professional expedition medical & first 
aid kit with full resuscitation capabilities , 
stretcher, Pulse Oximeter with twice daily re-
porting, radios & phones on every climb and 
have evacuation plans in place in case of emer-
gencies.  All our climbers get free Flying Doc-
tor’s Membership for emergency air evacua-
tions.   Chemically treated flushable portable 
toilet tent with hand sanitizers.  

Nutritious & High Calorie Meals:  High 

quality food that fuels you is an essential  
ingredient in your success.  The food served are 
nutritious and high in calories with the proper 
balance of complex carbohydrates, protein, and 
the right kind of fats to help sustain your in-
creased level of exertion. Three good meals a 
day, plus tasty trail snacks— to add simple  
sugars providing a boost of energy.  Unlimited  
boiled and filtered drinking water using 
Katadyn Expedition Water Filtration Units. 

Best Camping Gear: Our high-tech Mountain 

Hardware tents and thick form sleeping pads 
are warm, waterproof, and roomy and perfect-
ly suited for high altitudes of Kilimanjaro. 

Our Porter Ethics & Well Being: We take 

porter welfare very seriously and ensure all our 
staff is treated well. As a partner company of 
the Kilimanjaro Porters Assistance Pro-
ject (KPAP), we comply with all established 
guidelines on porter wages and welfare. We 
pay our porters more than the standard com-
pensation. Our porters have proper clothing, 
food and shelter in the mountain, and their 
loads are restricted to regulated weight limits.  

Hiking through the rainforest 

http://www.kiliporters.org/
http://www.kiliporters.org/


Day 4 Mti Mkubwa Camp(2750m) – 
Shira 1 Camp (3600m)  
Waking to the sound of the colobus monkeys 
around camp, we begin the day by hiking 
through thick forest festooned with “the old 
man’s beard,” a hanging lichen.  As we 
leave the montane forest, we move through 
a transition zone and then enter the heath 

zone, where Kili’s old lava flows are visible.  

  After lunch, we hike to the rim of the Shira 
Plateau, an immense ancient crater and a 
World Heritage Site, and on to a camp by a 
stream on the plateau. Our campsite, at 
3,600m, has a dramatic view of Kilimanjaro 
and its glaciers that climbers on the  
Marangu or other “Tourist Routes” cannot 
see. Hike time: 6-7 hours; elevation 

change: 850m ; Distance: 9km          (BLD) 
 

Day 5 Shira 1 Camp (3600m) - Moir 
Hut Camp(4,200m) 
Today is a steady and easy-paced acclimati-
zation day that takes us away from the 
moorland of Shira Plateau to reach the 
broad upland desert, exploring beneath the 
Northern Ice fields, an area almost totally 
unvisited by tourists and with unusual views 
of Kilimanjaro summit.  On our hike view 
the giant senecios, lobelias, groundsels, and 
helichrysums that grow at this altitude as 
we make our way to Moir Camp which is set 
on a bluff at 4,200m with views over the 
Shira Plateau below and up to the summit of 
Kilimanjaro.  

   After lunch you have the option to hike to 
the nearby summit of the Lent Hills (4700m) 
or enjoy a peaceful rest in our camp. Hike 
time: 6 hours; elevation change: 600m;  

Distance: 10km                                 (BLD) 

Day 6 Moir Hut Camp(4,200m) -  
Lava Tower Camp(4,600m) 
There are few steep passages on this stage of 
the trek bringing us to Kilimanjaro’s alpine 
desert zone. As we enter this high desert, 
we see a new kind of vegetation—smaller 
and hardier alpine species such as smaller 
lobelia and flowering helichrysum—the 
dwarfed vegetation special to high altitude 
tropical zones. We reach the Lava Tower 
Camp for lunch.  Set at the foot of Kiliman-
jaro’s Kibo Peak, our camp offers wonderful 
views over the Shira Plateau, down to the 
African plains below, and across to majestic 
mountains in the distance.   

There is a steep and spectacular afternoon 
walk on the lower slopes of the Western 
Breach or acclimatize by scramble up the 
lava tower. Dinner and overnight  at Lava 
Tower. Hike time: 3-4  hours; elevation 

change: 400m Distance: 5km       (BLD)                       

Day 7 Lava Tower Camp(4,600m) - 
Karanga Valley Camp(4,100m) 
This is one of our longer days so far, but 
excellent for acclimatization. We set out 
from Lava Tower the to Barranco valley 
dropping in elevation sharply to 300m. This 
valley was formed when a huge landslide 
swept southwards from the summit. The 
Great Barranco Wall more commonly called 
Breakfast Wall is the steepest and challeng-
ing part of the day right at the western 
breach, with an upright scramble in some 
places where we will use our hands to pull 
our bodies up to the top of the wall. Sit for 
a while and enjoy the views of the great 
glaciers of the southern icefield that  
appears onto your left.  
 
Then it is a fairly gentle descent into an 
attractive gully and across a small stream to 
the Karanga Valley Campsite at 4,100m for 
some wonderful sunsets and views of the 
glacier valley and ice fields above. Hike 
time: 6-7  hours; elevation change: -500m; 

Distance: 10km                                 (BLD) 

Day 8 Karanga Valley Camp(4,100m) 
- Kosovo Camp(4,800m) 
From the Karanga Valley we climb for about 
six hours as we wind through beautiful and 
rarely traveled regions.  We enter a high 
desert plateau, littered with volcanic boul-
ders. Looking south we view the desert 
plains as the pinnacles of Mawenzi Peak 
tower before us. We hike pass through the 
busy Barafu camp(4,600m), which is where 
most tourist groups sleep before attempting 
the final midnight summit push, to our camp 
at Kosovo Camp (4,800m), a mush quieter 
and less crowded camp located just 200m 
above Barafu. Another night above 4,800m 
prepares us for sleeping in the crater floor 
next day. At Kosovo, we spend our time 
resting and preparing for our departure the 
next morning. There will be a detailed sum-
mit briefing covering the climb and the 
crater camp. Hike time: 6 hours; elevation 

change: 700m; Distance: 5km           (BLD) 
 

Day 9 Kosovo Camp(4,800m) - 
Crater Camp(5,700m)  
For most people, this is our most testing and 
demanding day, even more so than the short 
summit day tomorrow. Awake and prepare 

for the ascent leaving at approx. 6am. 

Going up will be tough and mentally taxing 
on a zig-zag switchback trail over frozen 
scree (gravel) but with encouragement from 
your leaders and guides we reach the crater 
rim before descending to Kilimanjaro’s sum-
mit plateau (the caldera). We head direct to 
our spectacular crater camp located in an 
unforgettable spot near the magnificent 
Furtwangler Glacier at 5,700m on the  
plateau.  

Lunch and rest in the afternoon.  Before the 
night falls, we will visit the glaciers in the 
crater floor for our much needed pictures as 
well as climb up to the inner crater rim to 
look down into the ash pit of the volcano. 
We return to our camp for dinner and now 
imagine surreal moonscape-like  
atmosphere, a cloudless evening and seeing  
the icefields and glaciers glitter in the 
moonlight – absolutely stunning.   
Hike time: 7-8 hours; elevation change: 

900m; Distance: 5km (BLD) 
 

Day 10 Crater Camp(5700m) -Uhuru 
Peak(5895) - Mweka Camp(3,100m) 
The sunrises in equatorial Africa are  
exquisite as we awaken in the crater. After 
breakfast, we make a two-hour hike up the 
final 200m to Uhuru Peak, the true summit 
of Kilimanjaro at 5895m (19,340 feet.) We 
arrive early, before the clouds close in, so 
we usually have terrific views of Africa 
stretching out in all directions.  

Unlike other routes to Uhuru Peak, which 
require starting summit climbs at midnight, 
our short, pre-dawn hike allows us to fully 
enjoy the summit experience with the entire 
continent spread out below us. After  
celebrating our achievement, we then make 
a steep, rigorous descent along the crater 
rim to Stella Point and down to the Barafu 
camp in about two hours, then turn off to 
descend via the Mweka Route. We stop for 
lunch at Barafu and a rest, before we con-
tinue descending steeply for another three 
or four hours to our last overnight camp at 
Mweka at 3100m in the forest zone. This by 
far will be your longest day on the moun-
tain. Tonight’s camp is a staggering 2,800m 
below the summit! The descent from Kili-
manjaro therefore is very long and steep. 
Trekking poles for support are highly recom-
mended. You should do your best to build 
the strength of your “quads” with a pre-trip 
conditioning and strengthening  
program.   Enjoy the views of the towering 
mountain above us as we descend to our last 
camp on the mountain.  Hike time: 8-12 
hours; elevation change: -2800m;  

Distance: 15km                                (BLD) 
 

Day 11 Mweka Camp(3100m) -  
Mweka Gate(1600m) - Arusha 
We leave camp early for our last hike, a 
descent of about 1,500m that is steep in 
places and can be muddy if wet (once again, 
trekking poles will help with support).  
  

Kilimanjaro Climb  
Itinerary Continued... 

Scenic Karanga Valley Camp just below  

Kilimanjaro’s Southern glaciers 

Explore the icefields from your Crater Camp 



No wildlife event on the planet rivals  
Africa’s Great Migration for sheer drama. 
Twice each year the huge herds make a 
great circuit across the Serengeti Plains, 
following the grass that sprouts with the 
seasonal rains. To witness the migration is 

on many a wildlife lover’s bucket list.  

In the winter, more than a million wilde-
beest, zebra, gazelle, and Cape buffalo 
are attracted to the Serengeti by rains 
that replenish the savannas with fresh 
grasses. These herds are also followed by 
lion, leopard, and cheetah.  
 
Join us on safari in September —prime 
time to view this amazing once-in-a-life- 
time spectacle—and enjoy daily game 
drives, which provides the best way to 

witness this phenomenal event. 

No matter how often one visits the Seren-
geti its magic never palls. In this wild and 
open country you feel you could drive 
forever and never have enough of it. Out 
on the plains the light is dazzling. Colossal 
thunderheads trail shawls of rain across 
horizons wider than the sea, and wherever 

you look there are animals. 

When United Nations delegates met in 
Stockholm in 1972 to choose the first 
World Heritage Sites it was the Serengeti 
that came top of the list. Today it is one 
of the most famous national parks on 
Earth, renowned for its magnificent lions 

but best known for its great migration. 

The key players in this 1,200-mile odyssey 
are the wildebeest – 1.5 million of them – 
accompanied by 200,000 zebras. For 
them, every year is an endless journey, 
chasing the rains in a race for life. The 
action takes place across 150,000 square 
miles of woodlands, hills and open plains, 
a wilderness that includes not only the 
Serengeti national park and Kenya’s Maa-
sai Mara game reserve but also the disper-

sal areas beyond. 

The yearly cycle begins in the south of the 
park, where half a million calves are born 
between January and March. But when the 
rains end in May the land dries fast and 
the grazing animals must move on, head-

ing for their dry season refuges. 

With the beginning of the short rains in 
September—October the migration makes 
its way back into the Serengeti, so this a 
good time to be anywhere in the south 
and north of the park. By December, hav-
ing emerged from the northern wood-
lands, the herds return past Seronera to 
mass on their calving grounds again and 

the circle is complete. 

The Great Migration  
A circle of Life in the wild Serengeti  

Arriving at Mweka Gate, we’ll have a victory 
lunch at the trailhead and receive our climb 
diplomas to celebrate our great feat! We 
relax for a bit, reflecting on the last nine 
days, then say goodbye to our local crew 
and porters, “sign off ” the mountain, and 
drive back to our lodge in Arusha. We have a 
well-deserved hot shower, and enjoy a  
celebratory dinner with our family and 
friends who’ve just arrived in Tanzania for 
the safari program.  Hike time: 3-4 hours; 
elevation change: -1500m; Distance: 7km        

(BLD) 
 

Day 12 Arusha (Wanderlust  
Community Support Projects) 
Today, we will take time to enjoy a drive 
around the city of Arusha, and visit two 
unique community projects supported by  
Wanderlust Adventures.   
 
Our founder frequently spends time at the 
local tribal school in Olmuringiringa and 
donates educational materials and furniture. 
He recommends that his clients do the same 
and take part in this worthy cause. The  
support program is monitored under the 
patronage of Arusha Children’s Trust, a 
local grass root NGO Wanderlust Adventures 
works with for the past 15 years.   
 
We meet the students, teachers and ACT’s 
Patron Ishbel Brydon to learn about the  
project, watch music and dances in a cere-
mony in which each group member will hand 
over a pre-ordered school furniture—  
wooden desk and bench - hand crafted by  
carpenters using local materials. What’s 
more...desks come with your name 
and hometown stenciled! A very rewarding 
way to participate in village life and support 
children’s education and local tradesmen.  
 
On our return to the lodge, we also make a 
brief stop at another favorite projects of  
Wanderlust.  The Neema Village is a rescue 
center for orphaned, abandoned, and at-risk 
babies, an initiative of Michael and Doris 
Fortson, friends of our founder and former 
US missionaries with a long history of service 
in Tanzania. Any donations are welcome. 
 
Those Kilimanjaro climbers not joining us on 
the Tanzania safari or Gorilla Experience in 
Uganda, will be transferred to the Kiliman-
jaro airport this evening to depart for home.                                                 
Those extending their holiday with safaris, 
will remain at the lodge. (B) 

Tanzania Safari 
The Great Migration   

Overview 
Our 9-day safari maximizes game viewing by 
staying at permanent/mobile tented camps. 
These camps move seasonally with the mi-
gration through Serengeti Ecosystem and 
gets you as close to the wildlife including 
the big cats, other large charismatic  
mammals of Africa, a diverse and action-
packed outings in Tanzania’s premier wild-
life reserves for an exclusive wilderness 
experience. (In Ngorongoro though, we use a 
first class lodge due to lack of a high quality  
tented camp on the rim.)  
 

The high drama of Mara river crossing is 
arguably the highlight of the Wildebeest 
Migration, a stunning life-and-death display 
as hundreds of thousands of wildebeest that 
brave the treacherous currents and lurking 
crocodiles in a last ditch attempt to reach 

the safety of the Maasai Mara in Kenya. 

This safari takes you to northern and central 
Serengeti that offers the best chance of 
seeing death-defying leaps and heart-
wrenching near misses as you spend multiple 
nights and days in Serengeti National Park. 
Our professional guide adds tremendously to 
the depth of this safari experience. They`re 
expert naturalists and have been guiding in 
Serengeti for years and know the region 
inside out, intricacies and wonders of  
Africa’s oldest and most dynamic ecosystem.  
 
Our experience in running private safaris 
and intimate familiarity with the region 
allow us to intuitively know the best sites to 
photograph sunsets, abundant big cats, and 
incredible animal action in the field.   
 
The safari vehicles are custom-designed 
with space and comfort in mind each 
equipped with power outlets, A/C, bean-
bags, multiple mounting/resting surfaces, 
and a roof hatch. They also come lavishly 
outfitted with a refrigerator, picnic  
hampers, freshly brewed coffee and tea, hot 
water bottle for those early morning drives, 
guide books and warm blankets. 
 

Day 1 Kilimanjaro Airport—Arusha 
 Arrival at Kilimanjaro Airport and drive to 
our lodge in Arusha.  Meet the Kilimanjaro 
climbers back from the mountain and head 
enjoy a late celebratory dinner with them. 

Hotel: Ilboru Safari Lodge.                      (D) 
 

Day 2 Arusha (Community Projects) 
We enjoy Arusha town today and visit two 
unique community projects supported by 
Wanderlust Adventures. An initiative of our 
founder, we visit a local tribal school and 
donate educational materials and furniture. 
The program is monitored under the patron-
age of Arusha Children’s Trust, a local NGO 
Wanderlust works with for the past 15 years.  
Meet students, teachers to learn about the 
project, watch music and dance in which 
each group member will hand over pre-
ordered furniture— a desk and bench - hand 
crafted by local carpenters. And…desks 
come with your name/hometown stenciled!   

Wanderlust founder at Olmuringiringa  

School in Arusha 



A very rewarding way to participate in  
support of local children’s education and 
tradesmen.  
 

On our return to the lodge, we also make a 
stop at another favorite project of  
Wanderlust, The Neema Village -  a rescue 
center for orphaned, abandoned, and at-risk 
babies, an initiative of former US missionar-
ies Michael and Doris Fortson, friends of 
Wanderlust’s Tanzania Director. Any dona-
tions to the home are welcome.   
 

This evening, bid goodbye to those climbers 
leaving us tonight and dinner is on our own 

in Arusha.                                               (B) 
 

Day 3 Arusha -Tarangire Nat. Park 
Our Tanzania safari journey begins after 
breakfast, driving through the Maasai Steppe 
where you will see traditional villages and 
settlements that are predominantly inhabit-
ed by Maasai. Arrive at Tanzania's fourth 
largest park – Tarangire - for your first of 
many wildlife viewing drives in this trip. We 
explore the river banks searching for the 
elephants that come to drink and bath and 
woodlands circuit for big cats and resident 
herbivores in the swamps and river drainag-
es teeming with game. Tarangire River is 
perennial, it flows all year around, and  
often the herbivores in adjacent protected 
areas congregate in Tarangire in mass,  
attracted by water and green riparian  
pastures, making it one of the finest dry 
season game viewing spots outside Serengeti 
in terms of wildlife concentration and  
diversity. The wildlife here include huge 
herds of Elephants; good leopard sightings; 
the chance of seeing beisa oryx, and lesser 
kudu; the ancient baobab trees and other 
stark vegetation unique to Tanzania.   
 
Late afternoon we'll drive to our accommo-
dation, The Maramboi Tented Camp which 
offers spacious private suites with stunning 
views of the surrounding landscape from the 
Rift Valley giving us an amazing welcome to 
an area extraordinarily rich in wildlife. Sun-
downer drinks before private dinner under 

the stars and bonfire.                         (BLD) 
 

Day 4 Tarangire - Ngorongoro Crater 
Breakfast and early departure to the 8,300 
square-km Ngorongoro Conservation Area, 
which includes Maasai land as well as a large 
portion of the Serengeti Plains. The Ngoron-
goro Highlands is a unique place where wild 
animals share the habitat with the Maasai 
tribe, having lived here for many centuries. 
 

Driving up to the rim of Ngorongoro Crater, 
we see below us one of the earth’s most 
picturesque Edens: on the crater’s grassy 
floor lives Africa’s largest permanent con-
centration of wildlife, a sort of mini-
Serengeti in a phenomenally scenic setting. 
A UNESCO heritage site, the world's largest 
intact volcanic caldera and commonly re-
ferred to as the 8th wonder of the world, 
approximately 16km-wide crater create a 
natural amphitheatre for the densest popu-
lations of animals anywhere. The rich soils 
and abundant, year-round water provide an 
ideal habitat for approx. 22,000 animals.  
 

We descend the 2,000ft crater wall, start the 
crater floor exploration, looking out for black 
rhinos, black maned lions and also the massive 
bull elephants. Break for a delicious bush 
lunch at Ngoitokitok Springs where you can 
stretch your safari legs, listen to the grunts of 
the hippos and admire the profusion of bird 
life. Other herbivores that you will likely en-
counter include hippo, buffalo, eland, zebra, 
wildebeest, hartebeest, waterbuck, warthog, 
Grant's and Thomson's gazelle. 
 

After the safari, we ascend the crater wall and 
drive to a Maasai boma (village), where we 
will be welcomed by Ole Dorop, a long-time 
friend and clan leader. Ole Dorop and 
members of the local Maasai community will 
prepare a special goat roast, a traditional  "Ol 
Pul" Maasai welcome feast. Sample the  
barbecue while the Maasai will share stories, 
songs, and dances—a wonderful photo  
opportunity and learn about their remarkable 
culture and traditions. We then proceed to our 
night’s accommodation at Ngorongoro Serena 
Lodge. Check in, dinner and overnight stay.       

(BLD) 
 

Days 5 & 6 Central Serengeti 
Leaving the luxury of Ngorongoro Serena 
Lodge, we bid farewell to our Maasai friends 
and begin the descent onto the vast plains of 
Serengeti National Park, one of the earth’s 
natural paradises. After a picnic lunch, we 
continue into Serengeti National Park. The 
Maasai call it Siringitu, “the place where the 
land moves on forever.” Today, Serengeti Na-
tional Park, along with the Ngorongoro Conser-
vation Area and Maasai Mara Game Reserve 
across the border in Kenya, protects the great-
est and most varied collection of terrestrial 
wildlife on earth as well as one of the world’s 
last great migratory systems. The park itself is 
5,700 square miles, with open plains in the 
south, acacia-dotted savanna in the center, 
and black clay plains to the west.   
 
We spend 2 days in central Serengeti`s  
Seronera Valley where acacia forests, kopjes, 
water holes, river streams and swamps form 
an ecological transition zone between south-
ern grasslands and northern woodlands. Ap-
proximately 70 large mammal and 500 bird 
species are found there.  
 

This is also arguably the best place to watch 
lions, cheetahs and leopards. Serengeti holds 
10% of the total lion population where the 
animal is well studied and have fascinating 
tales that your guide can fill you in.  The 
Serengeti Lion Project is one of the world’s 
longest-running animal research studies,  
covering 770 square miles in Serengeti, home 
to over 28 prides of lions. 

Finest Game Viewing in Tanzania 

Interior of our comfortable safari vehicles 
Traditional Maasai Dancers 



The accommodation for the next 2 nights is 
Kiota Camp, one of our personal favorites, 
ideally situated to offer superlative access 
to the annual migration and the ‘Big 5’ with 
sweeping views overlooking endless plains 
and river confluences. At this mobile camp, 
wild seclusion is guaranteed, game viewing 
is exceptional, arguably the best spot for 
cheetah and lion sightings in Africa. Here 
you can lazily sit in your canvas room, see 
the sun go down, and enjoy wildlife from 
the comfort of your bed paying homage to 

early safaris of 1920’s.                        (BLD) 

Days 7 & 8 Northern Serengeti 
We move northwards to Kogatende through 
Lobo Valley, Bolongonja rivers and Nyama-
lumbo plains, long drives though full of in-
terest, the ecosystem changes as you move 
further north, the savannah grassland of 
central Serengeti give the rise to ancient 
granite kopjes, complex river systems, roll-
ing hills and lush plains. Due to its proximity 
to Mara Basin and Lake Victoria, this sector 
receives high rainfall which lures the  
migrant herds and retain good amount of 
resident animals. 
 
Northern Serengeti is a vast area that ex-
tends to the Masaai Mara in Kenya. You’ll 
spend the next 3 days exploring this game 
rich area in search of the Great Migration 
and big cats that follows it. 
 
Every year, the migrant wildebeest come up 
north as early as beginning of June until 
October, lured by green grasses and perma-
nent water sources. If luck is on your side, 
you will have a chance of experiencing the 
dramatic Mara River crossing of thousands of 
wildebeests, and Zebras hurl themselves 
into the crocodile-infested water. Photogra-
phers and documentarians from around the 
world gather to witness the death-defying 
crossing, but the surrounding landscapes are 
every bit as memorable as the life and death 
struggle taking place at the river crossing.  
On the other side Africa’s great cats wait for 
their share. All three big cats – lions, leop-
ards and cheetah—can be found here.  

Our home for the next 2 nights is The Chaka 
Camp, a semi-mobile tented camp which 
relocates along with the migrating herds and 
has indeed the best spot in Northern Seren-
geti, perched along the migratory path near 
Mara River. The camp offers a simple, laid 
back luxury with panoramic views of the 
surroundings. The herds of migrating wildlife 
are found here from July to November and 
you can directly observe them from tent or 
veranda. Rooms and tents are spacious and 

equipped with high comfort.               (BLD) 

 

 
 
 
Take part in an optional balloon ride during 
your stay in Serengeti, taking in sweeping 
views of the African plains from a hot air 
balloon. Balloons launch at sunrise and, 
depending on wind conditions, float over the 
Seronera River Valley for about 45 minutes 
to an hour.   

The Gorilla Experience  
Uganda 

 

Before the experience, you will meet the pilot 
and receive a briefing as you watch the infla-
tion of the hot air balloon. From here you will 
engage into the early part of the flight along 
Seronera River where animal congregate for 
water. Rising up to an altitude of 1000 ft, the 
pilot will help you spot and identify the ani-
mals below as you take photos. The balloon is 
a total free vibration platform with a unique 
view of the plains with the possibility to take 
pictures of animals like cheetah, lions, leop-
ard, elephants buffalo, hippo, cheetah, vul-
tures, eagles, wildebeest, zebra, baboon, 
warthog, monkey, giraffe and many other ani-
mals species. The most incredible part of the 
experience is the unforgettable bird's eye per-
spective as you skim over the tops of acacia 
trees and observe the pristine landscape from 
above. (Advance bookings required for the 
balloon adventure and costs extra.)  
 

Celebrate a champagne toast, and enjoy a full 
English breakfast laid out on a table right on 
the savannah.                                                             
 

Day 9 Serengeti - Kilimanjaro -Home 
Today is your last day in Serengeti. We can opt 
for one final early morning game drive or 
spend the morning in the camp at leisure. 
After lunch and depending on schedule, you 
will be transferred to Kogatende airstrip from 
where we catch a small plane to Kilimanjaro.  

Upon arrival, those who continue the East 
African adventure in Uganda will be trans-
ferred to our accommodation in Moshi (Near 
Kilimanjaro) for an overnight stay. Own dinner 
tonight. Those returning home today will re-
main at the Kilimanjaro airport to connect 

with your homebound KLM flight.              (BL) 

Overview 
 

Tracking mountain gorillas through the 
dense forests of Bwindi Park is one of the 
top adventure experiences in Africa and 
in our Uganda extension you’ll have an 
extraordinary opportunity  to observe 

these magnificent creatures. 

Bwindi Impenetrable Forest is home to more 
than half the world’s remaining population of 
900 or so wild mountain gorillas, the elusive 

and highly endangered mammal.  

Set on Uganda’s western border, Bwindi is one 
of the most biologically diverse areas on 
Earth, recognized by UNESCO as a World Herit-
age Site. The park protects a remnant of a 
once vast primeval forest that stretched from 
the Virunga Volcanoes to the Ruwenzori Moun-
tains. There are 113 species of mammals in 
the park, including rare forest elephants, 200 
species of butterfly, over 360 species of birds, 
and an enormous variety of trees, including 
ten endemic species. Bwindi ranges in altitude 
from 3,800 to 8,500 feet and is dense with 
both montane and lowland forest vegetation, 
making it one of Africa’s most superb wildlife 
environments, but mountain gorillas are the 
main attraction. 
 
Coffee is Uganda’s number one cash crop and 
Gorilla Conservation Coffee is a social  
enterprise that support the farmers who live 
around Bwindi, and reducing their dependence 
on the gorilla’s habitat for food and fuel 
wood. We will take on an immersive and hands
-on coffee safari to meet the farmers and en-
joy the coffee growing experience; learn 
about harvesting, processing, and taste the 
delicious coffee. 
 
Our Uganda visit also includes the Batwa  
Experience - meet the pygmy community - an 
endangered tribe who once lived as hunter-
gatherers in Uganda's volcanic mountains one 
of the last refuges of the endangered  

mountain gorilla.  

Hot Air Balloon ride over Serengeti 

Gorilla Conservation Coffee Social Enterprise 

Hot Air Balloon Ride Over Serengeti 
& “ Out of Africa”  breakfast 

mailto:http://www.batwaexperience.com/


Day–By–Day Itinerary 

Day 1 Kilimanjaro-Entebbe 

(Uganda)-Bwindi Impenetrable Park 

A 2-hour morning flight on Precision Air  
Tanzania over Lake Victoria to Entebbe. On 
arrival in Entebbe, remain in transit to  
connect a short flight to Kihihi, near Bwindi, 
the base for our Gorilla experience. On arri-
val, we meet our guide for a briefing and 
start an hour’s scenic drive to our lodge. We 
drive through villages with stops at places of 
interest for photography and interactions 
with the local communities. Check in to 
Silverback Lodge, our home for the next 
3nights. Lunch at the lodge and later in he 
evening, a village walk with a visit to a local 
school, hospital and craft shops. Dinner and 

overnight at the lodge.                       (BLD) 

Day 2  Bwindi - Gorilla Tracking  
Set on Uganda’s western border, Bwindi is 
one of the most biologically diverse areas on 
Earth, recognized by UNESCO as a World 
Heritage Site. The park protects a remnant 
of a once vast primeval forest. There are 
113 species of mammals in the park, includ-
ing rare forest elephants, 200 species of 
butterfly, over 360 species of birds, and an 
enormous variety of trees, including ten 
endemic species. Among the 11 resident 
primate species are 310 magnificent moun-
tain gorillas, half of the world’s population 
of this elusive and highly endangered mam-
mal. Bwindi ranges in altitude from 3,800 to 
8,500 feet and is dense with both montane 
and lowland forest vegetation, making it one 
of Africa’s most superb wildlife environ-
ments, but mountain gorillas are the main 

attraction.  

Today is set aside for the incomparable ex-
perience of tracking, then quietly observing 
the mountain gorilla that reside in Bwindi’s 
montane forests. We first have an orienta-
tion talk with the local trackers at the park 
headquarters on the etiquette of gorilla 
tracking, then hike with a ranger guide. The 
tracking can be physically challenging as we 
hike through dense, sometimes steep and 
muddy forests at altitudes of up to 8,500 
feet for one to six hours, depending on 
where we find the gorillas. But the rewards 
are tremendous and the rigors soon forgot-
ten when we spot a gorilla family and be-
come absorbed in watching these gentle 
creatures. We will hear and see them, and 
watch, enrapt as they sit in the trees and 
chew leaves, babies cling to mothers’ backs, 
juveniles swing from branches and a big 
male silverback surveys it all, including us. 
It’s hard to tell who is more captivated, 
them or us! Back at our lodge for dinner and 

overnight stay.                                   (BLD) 

Day 3 Batwa Pigmy Experience 
Known as the “Keepers of the Forest” the 
enchanting Batwa pygmies of the Bwindi 
Impenetrable National Park are a hunter-
gatherer tribe that has lived side-by-side 
with the wildlife of this ancient park for 
thousands of years. 
    

A long and absorbing day, we start an early 
hike through the forest to a Batwa settlement 
to observe the tribe, engage with medicine 
men and learn about the medicinal properties 
of the lush forest flora. After a warm wel-
come, enjoy a lively music performance, learn 
about the Batwa’s fascinating way of life from 
religion to their food gathering and hunting 
techniques, and interact with the tribesmen. 
 
Living in harmony with the forest and surviving 
by hunting small game using bows and arrows, 
this fascinating excursion gives great insight 
into how this ancient tribe exist. Foraging in 
the lush undergrowth and gathering plants for 
both food and medicinal purposes, the Batwa 
have a symbiotic relationship with the wild.  In 
an effort to reveal their amazing heritage and 
traditions with the world, this is a magnificent 
opportunity to experience the forest through 
their eyes. Once acknowledged as the owners 
of the high mountain forest, there are very 
few Batwa in existence today. 

Our afternoon ends with a walking coffee safa-
ri hosted by Gorilla Conservation Coffee, a 
social enterprise, a project that helps con-
serve the mountain gorillas by directly sup-
porting coffee farmers living around the goril-
las’ habitat. They recently received funding 
from WWF to launch this coffee enterprise to 
benefit the community adjacent to Bwindi 
Impenetrable National Park. On the safari, we 
get to meet the farmers and be part of the co-
ffee growing experience; a garden tour, har-
vest, process, and taste the delicious coffee, 
as well as learn about how the income from 
coffee supports local farmers and the work 
protecting endangered gorillas.  Return to 

lodge for dinner.                               (BLD) 

 

Day 4 Bwindi - Entebbe - Canada/US 

After breakfast, before we set off to Kihihi  
air strip for our flight back to Entebbe, we 
make a 2-hour stop at the Gorilla Health and 
Community Conservation Centre in Bwindi, for a 
guided tour and an interactive lecture to learn 
all about the  gorilla health monitoring program 
and the activities of the village health and  
conservation team. Gorilla Health and Commu-
nity Centre is an initiative of CTPH 

(Conservation through Public health) 

Afternoon flight from Kihihi. Upon arrival in 
Entebbe, we depart on a brief Entebbe sight-
seeing tour and dine in the city before being 
transferred to back to airport for our late 
evening  international KLM flight home via 

Amsterdam.                                             (BD)  

Uganda In Images 

Baby Gorilla in Bwindi Forest 

Batwa -Pigmy Community Experience 

Gorilla Family, Bwindi Impenetrable  Park 



Why Stay at Mobile Camps & Tented Lodges in Tanzania? 
A Personal Perspective -  By Priyantha Amarasinghe 

One of Tanzania’s largest draws is that—unlike the other countries in Africa—it has 
no fences between its national parks and cities. Natural borders like lakes, mountain 
ranges and forests keep animals confined. There is also no wildlife management that 
monitors the numbers of big game like elephants to sell or cull them once the  
numbers go above the carrying capacity of the Serengeti. 

Tanzania chooses to leave things alone, believing that nature will make all the  
necessary adjustments—possibly in the form of drought or rainfall. People come here 
for the volume of animals, particularly for the wildebeest migration, which has been 
dubbed “the greatest show on earth.” As the Serengeti spans 14,763 sq km, each 
accommodation lodge has its own recommended period of visit, depending on its 
location and the migration path. But if you stay at a mobile camp, a visit at any time 
of the year is ideal as it travels to where the herds are at any time of the year. 

In my previous safari experiences, I mostly stayed at mobile camps and it has been 
my favourite accommodation of choice ever since. These camps stay in place for a 
few months at a time, then transfers to where the animals are in volume—offering an 
experience that’s both intimate and wild. “A mobile camp is the real wilderness. You 
sit here eating your lunch and dinner, and then there are thousands of wildebeests 
grazing just a few meters away. The migration is not a static thing; animals are  
moving in search of grass and fresh water. When they find out they are short here, 
they will move to another place but it doesn’t mean they won’t come back.” 

The tents are as comfortable as can be in any safari lodge —given that they are  
literally in the middle of nowhere. The camps are all about “great company and  
relaxed comfort, not luxury for its own sake… to deliver a superlative experience of 
the extraordinary wildlife… without damaging the environment that has so inspired 
us over the years.” Small, intimate and simple, these mobile camps have only a few 
open-plan walk-in canvas tents. As there is no running water, “faucets” come in the 
form of stainless steel pitchers of hot and cold water, and showers, which come in 
buckets. Since there is no electricity, they use hot compresses to act as makeshift 
heaters to sleep on top of. Lamps are charged during the day for use in the evening. 
Shoes are to be kept inside the tents at all times so the hyenas aren't tempted to 
make them their own. 

Yes, there is no electricity (only the electrical sockets for charging), no internet and 
no cellphone signal. In between game drives, instead of choosing which Instagram 
filter to post your animal of the day, you are “forced” to fix yourself a glass of pinot 
age or local Kilimanjaro beer (they say if you can’t climb Mt. Kilimanjaro, at least have 
the beer), play bao (a local mancala board game), read a book, or interact with your 
companions or other guests at camp in real life. 

The purpose of an East African adventure anyway isn’t to be rolling around in bed all 
day—it’s to see a lot of animals. The great thing about living in the middle of  
nowhere is that you are technically living with them. You don’t have to drive far to 
see volumes of animals—I saw about 20,000 wildebeests and 300 zebras on my first 
morning in my last visit to Serengeti! The driver-guide, of course, plays a massive 
role, both a source of African hospitality and information. They go the extra mile in 
fulfilling our requests—breakfast with the hippos, sundowner cocktails with the  
wildebeests and dinner of ugali (porridge made from maize) and makande (maize 
and bean stew) with fellow humans. 
 
Because they are constantly moving and don’t have permanency (everything is  
constantly being transported), mobile camps rarely make it to the top of the lists of 
best safari properties—regardless of the extra effort that comes into making the  
experience special. What the awards lists don’t tell you is that it’s one of the most 
exclusive ways to enjoy life in the bush. With everything moving so fast elsewhere in 
the world, sometimes being completely disconnected and unreachable becomes the 
biggest luxury. Suddenly, you’re in nature’s time where your day is determined by the 
sunrise and sunset—with everything else that happens in between, a mystery; where 
nights are spent gazing up at the stars, appreciating the world as it first was,  
crises-bearing emails lost in transmission in another part of the world. 



Kilimanjaro Climb | Tanzania Safari | Gorilla Experience                                                

Dates and Prices 

So many options, what to do? 

A lot of decision-making goes into booking a trip as 

big and expensive as traveling to Africa—a trip of a 

lifetime! We would like to offer a few basic  

guidelines to help you begin this process. As we all 

know, the devil is in the details not only in regard 

to hidden costs, but also the quality of service and 

whether your company of choice is committed to  

responsible travel. 

Trip Dates 

2018 

Kilimanjaro Climb           Sept. 14*-26          
Tanzania Safari            Sept. 25 - Oct. 3  
Gorilla Experience       Oct. 4-7  

2019 

Kilimanjaro Climb           Sept. 6*-18 
Tanzania Safari            Sept. 17-25 
Gorilla Experience       Sept. 26-29 

* Indicates departure date from North America to Kilimanjaro, 
Tanzania using KLM Royal Dutch Airlines flights via Amsterdam 

Trip Prices (In US Dollars) 

Kilimanjaro Climb (12 Days) 

2018:  $4095  per person in a party of  8-10 
            $3830  per person in a party of 11-15 

2019:  $4290 per person in a party of  8-10 
            $3980 per person in a party of 11-15 

(USD 1,400 Kilimanjaro park fees per person included) 

Tanzania Safari (9 Days) 

2018:  $4165  per person in a party of  4-7 
            $3845  per person in a party of  8-12 

2019:  $4350 per person in a party of  4-7 
            $3995 per person in a party of 8-12 

(USD 765 national park fees per person included) 

Gorilla Experience (4 Days) 

2018:  $2875 per person in a party of  4-8 
2019:  $3185 per person in a party of  4-8 

(USD 700 Uganda park fees per person included) 

Prices are based on twin/double room/tent sharing basis.  
Minimum participation:  8 persons for the Kilimanjaro climb  
and 4 persons for Tanzania Safari and Gorilla Experience.  We 
do not accept more than 8 persons on the Gorilla Experience.  
Single rooms are limited and subject to availability. Single room 
supplement  on request.  

All Prices are subject change in the event of fluctuations in  
exchange rates and any price hikes by suppliers/vendors.  
Canada-based participants will be required to pay in Canadian 
Dollars equivalent based on the prevailing exchange rates at 
the time of deposit and final payment.  

Here are some basic questions to ask: 

  Does your outfitter have more than 15 years 
   experience in Tanzania? 

  Are your park fees included? (this is a significant    
    part of your trip cost) 

  Does your outfitter offer a equipment rental  
    program? 

   Is transportation to and from the airport  
     included? 

   Is evacuation insurance included? (This  
     insurance covers the cost of getting you off the  
    mountain only.) 

   Are all meals and soft drinks included in towns,  
    on the mountain, and on safari? 

   Does your outfitter have referrals? 

   Does your outfitter ensure fair wages and  
     treatment of staff and porters? 

   Do you stay in private mobile camps to avoid    
     crowded lodges? 

   Do you have private toilets while on  
     Kilimanjaro? 

   Does your outfitter practice Leave No Trace  
     environmental guidelines? 
 

With Wanderlust Adventures the  
answer to all the above is yes. 

We want you to spend your time in Africa  
embracing the experience and not worrying 
whether you’ll have to spend more money just to 
be comfortable! Keep your money in your pocket 
and let Wanderlust Adventures take care of the 
details. 



 Half day training hike to Mt Meru 
National Park for acclimatization 

 All transfers to/from the  
Kilimanjaro airport, lodge and to/
from the park gates  

 Visits to Wanderlust supported  
community projects – Arusha  
Children’s Trust and Neema Village 
orphanage  

 All park fees, camping fees and 
mandatory rescue fee (Value: 
US$1400) 

 All meals, snacks and soft drinks 
while on the mountain 

 Purified boiled water using Katadyn 
Expedition Water Filtration system 
for drinking (Katadyn is one of the 
water filtration systems endorsed by 
the World Health Organization to 
guarantee pure water. We also use 
Micropur to disinfect.)  

 3 nights lodge accommodation in 
Arusha on half board basis (2 nights 
pre-climb and 1 night post-climb) 

 Camping equipment, 2-person  
Mountain Hardware tents, private 
iglo style mess tent with portable 
lighting, chairs and tables 

 Chemically treated water  
flushable portable toilet tent 

 All relevant safety, emergency  
rescue and precautions and  
procedures with equipment 

 Supplemental Oxygen (To be used 
on only medical emergencies) 

 Pulse Oximeter, thermometer and  
automatic blood pressure machine 

 Kilimanjaro National Park approved 
professional mountain guides with 
Wilderness First Responder (WFR) 
and first-aid certification 

 Two-way communication radios and 
satellite phones  used by guides 

 A professional expedition medical & 
first aid kit with full resuscitation 
capabilities. 

 Certified gourmet chef, camp  
helpers and porters with their  
accommodation, meals and above 
the accepted standards of wages 

 Flying Doctor’s Membership  
premium for emergency rescue only 

 Services of a Canadian expedition 
leader with successful Kilimanjaro 
climbing resume throughout the 
climb 

Kilimanjaro Climb Tanzania Safari Gorilla Experience 

 Accommodation at lodges, semi 
tented lodges and mobile tented 
camps as listed 

 All meals including beer and wine 
during lunches and dinners 

 All airport transfers 

 All national park entrance fees and 
camping lodge fees 

 One way scenic flight from  
Kogatende to Arusha/Kilimanjaro 

 Private use of Land cruiser with 
unlimited game drives & mileage 

 Unlimited bottled drinking water, 
soft drinks, tea and coffee, beer, 
wine, sundowner cocktails and pic-
nic hampers.  

 Flying Doctor Membership for the 
duration of the safari (This covers 
only emergency evacuation and 
does not replace your need for com-
prehensive travel/medical insurance 
coverage. Please ensure you pur-
chase comprehensive medical insur-
ance to cover emergency medical 
treatment before traveling.) 

 Sufficient binoculars for the dura-
tion of the safari per vehicle 

 African wildlife field guides 

 Visits to Wanderlust supported  
community projects – Arusha  
Children’s Trust and Neema Village 
orphanage   

 Accommodation in Bwindi at lodge 
as listed or similar class 

 All meals in Uganda including soft 
drinks and mineral water 

 All transfers between Entebbe  
airport and Kihihi in Bwindi 

 Round trip airfare from Kihihi to  
Entebbe and back  

 Private use of Land cruisers with 
professional guide-drivers 

 Unlimited bottled drinking water, 
soft drinks in the vehicles. 

 One day Gorilla Tracking permit at 
Bwindi Impenetrable Forest (Value 
US$700) and ranger fees 

 Privately guided Batwa– Pigmy cul-
tural experience with Batwa guide 

 Gorilla Health and Community Con-
servation Center behind the scenes 
tour.  

 Coffee Farmers walking safari 

 AMREF Medical emergency  
evacuation insurance  

 Guided tour of the city of Entebbe 

Price Inclusions | No Hidden Costs | Flight Options 

We eliminate “hidden costs.” We pay for virtually everything from the moment we pick you up at the  
airport to the end of your trip and everything in between. If something is not included we let you know so you can  

accurately plan your budget. (See Items Not included below) 

Flights to Tanzania & Uganda  

Our preferred airline for this adventure is KLM via Amsterdam. KLM operates daily 
flights between Amsterdam and Kilimanjaro as well as from Entebbe (Uganda) to Am-
sterdam offering good connections from/to US or Canada. Airfare Estimate on KLM for a 

sample itinerary below 

From: CAD$1690* 
Toronto—Amsterdam— Kilimanjaro—Amsterdam—Toronto   

From: CAD$1780* 
Toronto - Amsterdam - Kilimanjaro - Entebbe - Amsterdam - Toronto 

  * Above is an estimate only, subject to change and availability at the time of booking. Estimated airfare in-

cludes all taxes/fees as applicable at the time of printing.  

Items Not included: 
International flights from/to North America; Flight from Kilimanjaro to Entebbe (Approx 
cost one way CAD$250); Tips/gratuities for guides, porters, safari guides and drivers; 
Personal hiking equipment; Airport taxes (if any); Tanzania and Uganda Visas; Immun-
izations; travel insurance; Laundry, alcohol or bottled drinks outside of scheduled 

meals; Optional Hot Air Balloon ride in Serengeti.  

Preferred Airline to Tanzania & Uganda 



In partnership with Tourcan Vacations 

5799 Yonge Street Suite 1001 Toronto,  ON M2M 3V3  

Call: (905) 783 3384  
E-mail: info@wanderlustadventures.ca 

www.wanderlustadventures.ca  

Contact: Priyantha Amarasinghe 

                

TICO #: 2679578 & 2743184  

How to Book  

 Phone us on 905 783 3384 or email 

info@wanderlustadventures.ca to 

reserve your space.  

 Wanderlust Adventures will confirm 
space provisionally and e-mail you a 
booking form with complete terms 
and conditions and cancellation/

refund policy. 

  Within 7 days, send in the completed  
     tour booking form, along with a 
     deposit of US$750 per person.   
     US$100 of this is non refundable  
     administration fee, in case you decide  

     not to participate in the trip. 

 Balance of payment for the trip is due 
90 days prior to departure. (Payment 
conditions for international flights 
may differ if booked through  
Wanderlust Adventures.  Airline deals 
are often instant purchase and you 
may be required to put down full pre-
payment within a few hours or days 

of booking a flight) 

 If you would like us to offer travel 
insurance package, payment for  
insurance become payable in full at 

the time at the time of purchase) 

2% SAVING  FOR 

CHEQUE PAYMENTS 

Make deposit and final  
payment by personal cheque and 
deduct 2% from the entire trip 
cost (This saving is not applica-
ble on airfares, insurance and 

taxes, if any)  

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Wanderlust  Adventures recommends 
Manulife’s CoverMe travel medical 
insurance which covers up to $10  
million per person. Your finances will 
be safeguarded in the event of an  
unforeseen unexpected medical  
emergency during your trip. To increase 
your financial protection, coverage is 
also available for non-medical expenses 
like trip cancellation/interruption and 
baggage loss and travel delay, amongst 
other things.  Enquire with Wanderlust  
Adventures for specially discounted 

insurance premium rates for this trip. 

Proper equipment is extremely important to the success, enjoyment, comfort, and 
safety of your climb. Your assigned Porters will carry up to 22 lbs (10kg) of your 

personal gear, not more!  

Wanderlust Adventures believes that all mountain travel equipment should follow 
two simple guidelines: Lightweight and Functional. Your equipment determines how 
warm, dry, and safe you will be, so always choose equipment that is of good quality, 
dependable, and adaptable to a variety of extreme conditions. Clothing impacts not 
only your comfort, but also your safety. Always be critical of the quality and the 
proper fit of your clothing. Cotton clothing must be avoided because it dries very 
slowly and is a poor insulator when wet. Instead, choose wool or synthetic fabrics 
that “wick” the sweat and moisture away from your skin.  Our recommended  

clothing system has four layers. 

   Base layer: manages moisture and wicks perspiration away from your skin.  

      (Polypro, Capilene) 

   Softshell: should be a durable, comfortable, insulating and wind/water resistant  
      layer that breathes well. The main Softshell fabrics are Polartec Wind Pro, Gore  

      Windstopper N2S, Schoeller; each clothing manufacturer has their own.  

    Hardshell: windproof, waterproof and breathable. (Gore-Tex, or similar) 

    Insulating layer: should be down-fill or synthetic-fill and fit over all layers.    

      (down, Primaloft or Polarguard)  

These four layers are usually sufficient for most people, but if you tend to be colder, 
bring one extra medium layer that would be ideal for extra warmth around camp, 
such as a vest. When deciding what to pack, remember to bring enough clothes and 

accessories to ensure your safety and comfort, while not overburdening yourself.  

For equipment we recommend Mountain Equipment Co-Op (MEC) or Alberta-based 
Live Out There, are the places to check out. They are great at answering equipment 

questions and also ship anywhere in Canada.  

Wanderlust Equipment Rental Package for the Climb 

Why spend on the equipment and clothing for the climb? Wanderlust in partnership 
with its Tanzania office, has established an equipment rental program to help meet 
your needs, to lessen your load traveling overseas and minimize the need to buy 
extensive amounts of new gear. This package includes, outerwear, warm upper body 
layers, warm lower body layers, accessories like gloves, balaclavas, gaiters, back-
packs, water bottles and trekking poles, sleeping bags and therma-rest sleeping 

pads. Ask Wanderlust to send you a full list of items included in the package.  

These items can be individually rented or rent all of them as a package for the  
entire climb.  Approximate cost of the total package is US$350 per person.   

Advance bookings and full prepayments are required. 

Equipment for Kilimanjaro Climb 


